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The following non-binding guideline contains a pictogram „To be installed only 
by a qualified specialist“ which is intended to be placed on the packaging of 
workshop parts to inform the consumer that installation by a trained professional 
at a workshop is recommended.  
 

 

 

Disclaimer 

The VDA Recommendations are recommendations that may be freely adopted by anyone. 

Users are responsible for correct implementation of the recommendations as required on a 

case-by-case basis. 

 

The recommendations take into account the prevailing technology at the time of publication. 

Use of the VDA Recommendations does not absolve anyone from responsibility for his/her 

own actions, and all users act at their own risk. Liability of VDA and those involved in drafting 

of VDA Recommendations is excluded. 
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1 Pictogram « To be installed only by a qualified 

specialist » 

  

The VDA’s Working Group for Trade of Suppliers includes the representatives of 25 major 

parts manufacturers in the German automotive industry who have global responsibility for the 

aftermarket. One of the most important matters for this Working Group is always to guarantee 

road safety for motorists through the safety of parts, and to improve it when required. 

 

The participants in the VDA’s Working Group observe that driver safety can be endangered in 

particular by the inappropriate installation of parts that are intended to be fitted not by lay per-

sons, but by professionals in a workshop. 

 

Therefore the Working Group has commissioned a pictogram signifying “To be installed only 

by a qualified specialist.” This pictogram can be used internationally and is intended to be 

placed on the packaging of workshop parts to inform the consumer that installation by a 

trained professional at a workshop is recommended. 

 

The pictogram motif has been successfully tested for the clarity of its message in a market 

research study involving several countries.   

 

Format recommendation:  size 20 x 20 mm 

 

If required the format can be adapted to available space in size and position. 

 

 

 



 

Version 2.1, March 2022  5 

 

 

 @VDA_online 

 Verband der Automobilindustrie 

VDA 
The German Association of the Automotive Industry (VDA) consolidates about 650 manufac-

turers and suppliers under one roof. The members develop and produce cars and trucks, 

software, trailers, superstructures, buses, parts and accessories as well as new mobility of-

fers. We represent the interests of the automotive industry and stand for modern, future-ori-

ented multimodal mobility on the way to climate neutrality. The VDA represents the interests 

of its members in politics, the media, and social groups. We work for electric mobility, climate-

neutral drives, the implementation of climate targets, securing raw materials, digitization and 

networking as well as German engineering. We are committed to a competitive business and 

innovation location. Our industry ensures prosperity in Germany: More than 780,000 people 

are directly employed in the German automotive industry. The VDA is the organizer of the 

largest international mobility platform IAA MOBILITY and of IAA TRANSPORTATION, the 

world's most important platform for the future of the commercial vehicle industry. 

 

If you notice any errors, omissions or ambiguities in these recommendations, please contact 

VDA without delay so that these errors can be rectified. 
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